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Visitar Portugal — 8. Fabulosos Vinhos Soalheiro

Portugal Revisited — 8. Fabulous Wines of Soalheiro

Wines of Soalheiro

Dr. Bernard Dias
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Quinta de Soalheiro in Melgaco on Portugal's northern border with Galicia, produces
exguisite white wines from Alvarinho. The vineyards were first planted in 1974 and the
Alvarinho brand “Soalheire” meaning ‘sunny place’ was ereated in 1982, Today, the 6 ha
estate is one of the best in Vinho Verde and is run with metieulous attention to detail

by the founder’s son Luis Cerdeira.
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Luis met us at his modemn winery in Melgaco one Sunday morning last June. He talked about Soalheiro,
showed us the winery and the vineyards and led us to the professionally arranged tasting room.
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The following wines were tasted
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We sat owside afrer lJunch and drank coffee. Luwis joined us. [t has been a splendi
charmng hosts. We keft relucantly = the joumey ahead o the Douro that afrem
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