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by PATRICK STUART

Another take
on Alvarinho

There seemsto be no stopping Soalhelro when it comes
to creating different wines from the Alvarinho grape
up in the Minho reglon. It was not solong ago that their
portfolio featured just their mainstream Alvarinho
label, the excellent barrel-fermented Reserva and,
what I and many wine lovers con-

sidertobe one ofthe best Por-
tuguese white wines, their
Primeiras Vinhas.

When wine writer Jan-
cis Robinson was asked to
select her top 10 Portuguese
wines last month, Soalheiro
Primeiras Vinhas was the
only white wine she included
inthe line-up

Soalheiro can arguably be
considered the top producer
of Alvarinho.

Today the portfolio
includes no less than eight
entirely different whites
made from the grape, show-
ing just how versatile the
variety can be, not to men-
tion their sparkling wines
and an unusual red, made
from a local red grape
blended with Alvarinho.

Amongst their most
recent wines, first pro-
duced from the 2015
vintage, is Soalheiro
Granit, made from
vines at higher alti-
tude with, as the
name suggests,
granite rich soil

This is the driest
ofalithe Soalheiros,
but a wine of some
complexity  with
good body In the

mouth and citric/ ﬁ
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tropical fruit notes
on the nose and pal-
ate. The mineral-
Ity of the soll lends
the wine a slatey
finish and vibrant
acidity. Like most
good Alvarinho, it is
well suited to bottle
ageing - €1295 in
Apolénia.
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